
GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

ADMINISTRATIVE ISSUANCE SYSTEM 
Mayor's Order 2024-173 
September 12, 2024 

SUBJECT: Establishment - America's Semiquincentennial - District of Columbia 250 
Commission 

ORIGINATING AGENCY: Office of the Mayor 

By virtue of the authority vested in me as Mayor of the District of Columbia by section 422(2) of 
the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, approved December 24, 1973, 87 Stat. 790, Pub. L. 
No. 93-198, D.C. Official Code § 1-204.22(2), it is hereby ORDERED that: 

I. ESTABLISHMENT 

There is hereby established in the Executive Branch of the Government of the District of 
Columbia, America's Semiquincentennial - District of Columbia 250 Commission (the 
··250 Commission''). 

II. PURPOSE 

The main purpose of the 250 Commission shall be to serve as the central body of the 
District government for planning and coordinating and, with the approval of the Mayor, 
implementing District government and District government-sponsored events and 
activities surrounding America's 250th (semiquincentennial) anniversary celebrations and 
events in July 2026. The 250 Commission shall endeavor to highlight District of 
Columbia history and residents as part of those activities and events and to highlight 
District of Columbia history and residents as part of national, regional, and local 
celebrations and events. 

III. FUNCTION: 

The principal functions of the 250 Commission shall be to: 

A. Prepare, in coordination with appropriate District government agencies and with 
the approval of the Mayor, an overall program of District government activities 
for commemorating America's 250th anniversary, with a focus on District history 
and residents; 

B. As approved by the Mayor, plan and implement activities described in subsection 
A; 

C. Encourage public events and activities in the District, sponsored by private 
entities, to commemorate America's 250th anniversary, with a focus on District 
history and residents; 
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D. Facilitate the coordination of District events and activities with national , regional, 
and local activities, including coordination with the United States 
Semiquincentennial Commission; 

E. Develop guiding principles for the semiquincentennial celebration; 

F. Make other recommendations to the Mayor and the Chairman of the Council of 
the District of Columbia (""Council'') regarding America's 250th 
(semiquincentennial) anniversary celebrations and events. 

IV. COMPOSITION: 

A. The 250 Commission shall be comprised of nineteen (19) members, including 
twelve (12) members appointed by the Mayor and seven (7) members appointed 
by the Chairman of the Council. 

B. The twelve ( 12) members appointed by the Mayor shall include : 

1. The following six (6) public members: 

a. Two (2) members with expertise in District of Columbia history; 

b. Two (2) members with expertise in the arts and humanities ; and 

c. Two (2) members with background in special events or event 
planning. 

2. The following six (6) government members: 

a. The Secretary of State of the District of Columbia, or their 
designee; 

b. The Senior Advisor to the Mayor, or their designee ; 

c. The Chief Executive Officer of Events DC, or their designee; 

d. The Chief Executive Officer of Destination DC, or their designee; 

e. A designee of the National Park Service; and 

f. A designee ofthe Smithsonian Institution. 

C. The seven (7) members appointed by the Chairman ofthe Council shall include: 

1. Two (2) members ofthe Council; 
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2. The following five (5) public members, each of whom shall be a District 
of Columbia resident: 

a. Two (2) members with background in the arts and humanities; 

b. Two (2) members with background in District of Columbia 
history; and 

c. One ( 1) member with background in special events and/or event 
planning. 

D. Public members ofthe 250 Commission must be a resident of the District of 
Columbia for at least one (1) year prior to their initial appointment and must 
remain a resident of the District of Columbia for the duration oftheir 
appointment. 

E. Members of the 250 Commission appointed by the Mayor shall serve at the 
pleasure ofthe Mayor, and members ofthe 250 Commission appointed by the 
Chairman of the Council shall serve at the pleasure of the Chairman of the 
Council. 

V. ORGANIZATION 

A. The Mayor shall designate the Chairperson of the 250 Commission from among 
the members ofthe 250 Commission. 

B. The 250 Commission shall meet, at the call of the Chairperson, a minimum of ( 4) 
times a year. The Chairperson of the 250 Commission may call additional 
meetings. 

C. The 250 Commission may form committees and elect such committee chairs as 
the members deem appropriate. 

VI. TERlVIS 

A . All members of the 250 Commission shall be appointed to a term to end at the 
expiration ofthe 250 Commission, as set forth in section IX ofthis Order. 

B. A public member of the 250 Commission who fails to attend three (3) consecutive 
meetings without good reason, as determined by the Chairperson, shall be deemed 
to have resigned from the 250 Commission, and a vacancy created. 

C . The Mayor or Chairman of the Council of the District of Columbia shall fill 
vacancies in the same manner as outlined in section IV.A.1 and A2. 

VII. COMPENSATION 



Members of the 250 Commission shall serve without compensation, except that a 
member may be reimbursed for expenses incurred in the authorized execution of official 
250 Commission duties, if approved in advance by the Senior Advisor to the Mayor and 
Secretary of the District of Columbia, and subject to appropriation and funding 
availability . 

VIII. ADMINISTRATION 

The Office of the Senior Advisor to the Mayor and the Office of the Secretary of State of 
the District of Columbia shall provide administrative and technical support to the 250 
Commission. 

IX. SUNSET 

The 250 Commission shall sunset at the conclusion of celebratory events and no later 
than December 31, 2026. 

X. EFFECTIVE DATE: 

ATTEST:~~~ 
SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


