
DC250 COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

04/08/2026 

MLK library 

Attendees: 

• Lindsey Parker, Senior Advisor to Mayor Bowser 

• Kimberly Bassett, Secretary of State of the District of Columbia 

• Richard Reyes-Gavilan (DCPL) 

• Angie Gates (EventsDC) 

• Brian Joyner (National Park Service) 

• Anita Bonds (DC At-large Councilmember) 

• Matthew Frumin (Ward 3 Councilmember) 

• Rebecca Lemos Otero (Arts & Humanities) 

• Dr. Heran Sereke-Brhan (Arts & Humanities) 

• Laura Hagood (DC History Center) 

• Kojo Nnamdi (Special Events) 

• Patrick Mara (Chair of DC Republican Party & former member of the DC BOE) 

• Aaron Myers (Director of CAH) 

 

• The meeting opened with a presentation by Director Reyes-Gavilan on the DC250 District 

Vibes, American Pride exhibition concept, highlighting defining local moments in Washington, 

D.C. history, including the origin of the football huddle, Roberta Flack’s legacy, and significant 

Washington Post headlines such as the Nixon resignation. 

• The exhibition is planned to open in June and close in late September, following Art All 

Night. Activation locations will include the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library and the G 

Street NW corridor. 

• Planned programming and activations during the exhibition:  

➢ music performances, Double Dutch demonstrations, a car show timed near but not 

formally tied to Formula One weekend, lectures including a Frederick Douglass lecture, 

and music festivals. 

•  Director Reyes-Gavilan described the Hometown DC initiative—a neighborhood outdoor 

exhibition to be installed at eight library locations over the summer, culminating at MLK Library 

in 

Fall. 

➢ Partnerships were highlighted with humanitiesDC, DC History Center, the 

Commission on the Arts and Humanities, the Anacostia Community Museum, and 



DC Public Schools and charter schools. This was noted as the first multi-

organization collaboration of its kind. 

• Councilmember Bonds reported that DC Public Schools is planning a K–12 art exhibit with a 

target completion in June (may be ready as early as May). Students are also participating in the 

America 250 “America’s Field Trip” contest. A current project has students designing cleats to be 

displayed at MLK Library. 

• Chairperson Parker announced that the Office of the Senior advisor is working with the DC 

Department of Public Works to plan a mural project leveraging utility boxes and public-space 

artwork, with potential involvement from the Commission on the Arts and Humanities. 

➢ The project aims to place murals across all eight wards by students and artist. 

Commissioners are welcome to provide input on locations and artwork. 

 

• The Chairperson offered to share the slide deck with the group and asked attendees to 

connect the team with additional partners or sources of support. 

• Chairperson Lindsey Parker clarified the three brands associated with the 250th 

anniversary: DC 250 (local District-led celebrations), America 250 (congressional and 

federal partner events), and Freedom 250 (White House–led large-scale events). 

• Chairperson Parker announced the signature DC 250 Emancipation Day events for April 

16–19:  

➢ Day of Play youth kickoff on April 16 

➢ DC Full Democracy Luncheon honoring Eleanor Holmes Norton on April 17 

➢ Kids Ball at Planet Word on April 18 

➢ 21st Emancipation Day Parade, Festival & Concert on April 19 

o Commissioners are invited to serve as Grand Marshals at the 21st 

Emancipation Day Parade. 

• Secretary Bassett noted that the Commission is invited to the Full Democracy Luncheon and 

should have received an email invitation. Attendees were asked to notify staff if they 

have not received it. 

• President & CEO Gates reported that The National Cherry Blossom Festival will feature DC 

250 branding during the parade. 

• A DC 250 Market / DC State Fair is planned for September 1–5 at Carnegie Library and 

other venues. Freedom 250 includes a National Mall American state fair, with DC invited to 



host a tent. Ideas and collaboration from commissioners are welcome. 

• The America at the Table / Eat250 restaurant campaign is planned for June with a two- 

week promotional period for local restaurants. 

• Plans are underway to launch dc250.dc.gov and emancipation.dc.gov to publish event 

details, street closures, visitor information, and QR-enabled resources. 

• Federal-led events such as July 4th will have strict perimeter and security constraints, 

with limited flexibility for vendors inside fenced areas. 

• The Grand Prix (Freedom 250) is planned around the National Mall for August 21–23. 

Build-out and teardown will extend the timeline, and significant street closures and 

logistics impacts are expected. 

• Laura Hagood, Executive Director of DC History Center, invited the Commission to 

attend the DC History Conference on May 1–2 at MLK Library. 

• Commissioners were asked to submit all ideas and expressions of interest via email to 

Buket and Renee. 

 

Action Items 

1. Distribute slide deck and event materials to commissioners. Assigned to: Buket & Renee 

2. Build and publish dc250.dc.gov; populate with events, street-closure and build-out 

details, and visitor resources. Assigned to: Buket & Renee 

3. Collect commissioners’ interests and schedule follow-ups. Assigned to: 

Commissioners to email Buket & Renee 

4. Send proposed mural locations and outreach/selection approach for commissioners’ 

feedback. Assigned to: Buket & Renee 

5. Provide detailed Kids Ball and Emancipation Day performer/lineup information when 

public. Assigned to: Buket & Renee 

6. Coordinate DC 250 Market / DC State Fair vendor and partner planning; share updates. 

Assigned to: Renee & Buket 



7. Develop interactive restaurant map and Eat250 campaign. Assigned to: Restaurant 

Association 

8. President & CEO Gates will connect DCPL with City Center contact regarding antique car 

event. 


