
 
 

DC 250 Commission Meeting Minutes 

Date: 10/14/2025 

Location: Virtual 

 

Attendees: 

• Beverly Perry (Chair) 
• Buket Demirci (Director) 
• Chris Hoey (America 250 Representative) 
• Anita Bonds 
• Heran Sereke-Brhan 
• Mayor Sharon Pratt 
• Rebecca Lemos Otero 
• Kristina Noell 
• Elliott Ferguson (represented by Rico Ashab) 
• Kojo Nnamdi 
• Eleanor Clift 
• Charlene Drew Jarvis 
• Angie Gates (represented by Fekede Gindaba) 
• Kimberly Bassett 
• Brian Joyner 
• Matthew Frumin 

 

Meeting Highlights: 

 

1. Chair's Opening Remarks 

- Beverly Perry announced her departure from government to join Taft Law Firm 

- Confirmed she will remain Chair of the DC 250 Commission 

- Emphasized continued commitment to the commission's goals 



 
 

2. Event Planning 

- Secured Audi Field for Emancipation Day Celebration in 2026 

- Proposed an era theme with five 50-year period sections 

- Plan to integrate 51 Steps of Freedom event as walk or bus tours leading up to the 
Emancipation Day 

 

3. Financial Updates 

- Budget established for the Commission – subcommittees can make budget requests for 
their planned events/initiatives  

- CAH has Secured $25,000 donation requiring matching funds 

- Established donation mechanism for additional funding through the Office of the 
Secretary  

 

4. Subcommittee Reports 

b) Cultural and Historical Legacy 

- Chair: Mayor Pratt 

- Committed to convening committee meeting 

- Focus on organizing historical initiatives 

- Asked for data around marketing KPIs and what strategies have been working. 

 

c) Marketing and Communications 

- Chair: Elliot Ferguson (Destination DC) 

- Started advertising campaigns with Only One DC tagline – Discuss if the Commission 
shall adopt this tagline 

- Developing DC 250 website and marketing strategy 



 
d) Infrastructure:  

- Discussed venue planning and collaboration 

- Identifying locations for activations – reach out to Infrastructure subcommittee if you 
would like to have an event at an impactful location with a historical significance  

 

 

 

5. America 250 Updates (Presented by Chris Hoey) 

- Youth outreach program "America's Field Trip" 25-26 school year contest kicked off 10/15 

- Traveling largest American flag initiative 

- State Fair planning in collaboration with White House 

 

6. Communications Strategy 

- Contracted Octane Communications 

- Developing comprehensive communication plan 

 

Action Items: 

1. Resend committee assignments (see attached materials in this email) 

2. Schedule subcommittee meetings (please respond to email with your availability) 

3. Develop detailed event planning for Emancipation Day (each subcommittee will get 
assignments based on their subject matter) 

5. Continue coordination with America 250 

 

Next Meeting: Second Thursday of next month 

 



 
Prepared by: Buket Demirci, DC 250 Director 


