DC250 Meeting #2 Minutes
5/29/2025

Announcements:

e The DC250 Commission has identified DestinationDC as our partnering fiscal agent;
this will allow us to fundraise and access funds for future endeavors planned by the
commission.

e The entire DC250 Commission is invited to attend the Army250 Parade in
Washington, DC on June 14™". If enough commissioners are available, we may be
able to host something at the John A. Wilson Building prior to attending the parade.

o The general sign-up link for attendance can be found
here: https://events.america250.org/events/250th-anniversary-of-the-us-

army-grand-military-parade-and-celebration

o We are working with federal partners to identify any opportunities for
expedited entry or viewing stands. Please stay tuned.

o Please let us know your RSVP by Friday, June 6™.

e DestinationDC’s working group on DC250 has identified 6 major themes* that we
are aligning with for our work. All of our work will, overarchingly, fall under the first
theme, “The Story of US: American History and Independence.” The other 5 themes
have been aligned with our subcommittee structure**, as follows:

o Education & Youth Outreach Subcommittee -> Power of Your Voice: Civic
Engagement & Public Discourse

o Cultural & Historical Legacy Subcommittee -> DC’s Favorite Pastimes

o Marketing & Communications Subcommittee -> Hidden Histories:
Freedom & Civil Rights

o Community Engagement & Events Subcommittee -> Crafted Expression:
Arts & Culture

o Infrastructure & Public Spaces Subcommittee -> The Future of Freedom:
Urban Development & Innovation

*For more information on these themes, please see the picture attached to this email.

** Subcommittees are not limited to work falling in these themes, but should see these as
guiding factors in your work moving forward.

Reminders:


https://events.america250.org/events/250th-anniversary-of-the-us-army-grand-military-parade-and-celebration
https://events.america250.org/events/250th-anniversary-of-the-us-army-grand-military-parade-and-celebration

DC250 Meeting #2 Minutes
5/29/2025

As your subcommittee*** plans to meet prior to our next full-body

commission meeting, please include myself (Christopher.hoey@dc.gov) and Buket
Demirci (buket.demirci@dc.gov) in those communications and meetings. We are
happy to help assist with logistics, and to keep consistency and avoid duplication

across the subcommittees and their work.

***Subcommittee assignments can be found in the attached DC250 Commission Packet.

Open Discussion & Brainstorming:

Does the DC250 Commission need a slogan for marketing/communications
purposes? If so, are there any ideas?

The DC250 Commission will be putting together video content/promotional material
using the DC250 logo. (Events DC & DestinationDC will take the lead).

The Office of the Secretary will be theming their annual Flag Day celebrations in
honor of America250, and will be holding educational programming — an invite to the
Commission will come when details are finalized.

We may be able to set up a time to speak with Advisory Neighborhood
Commissioners (ANCs) and Business Improvement Districts (BIDs) to align our
messaging about DC250 and include local partners in our work. (Anacostia BID to
look into this further).

Thropic Games (using gaming mechanics to incentivize donations and fundraise)
could be a DC250 initiative to engage and educate more purpose-driven donors and
consumers.

Youth should remain at the forefront of our efforts; part of reflecting on our past is
nurturing the growth of our future — we may be able to operationalize local theaters
for programming, but are open to more suggestions.

We may be able to activate embassies for celebrations regarding the
semiquincentennial - some have already expressed interest.

Engaging WMATA to market DC250 with custom metrocards or themed
buses/trains. The DC250 Commission staff have already been in touch with WMATA
about a quote to achieve this).

Can we have library installations in all 8 wards commemorating DC250? What other
ways can we push celebrations out into every ward across the city?
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e Potentially getting Art All Night to be DC250 themed.



