DC250 Commission
Monday, March 24", 2025; 1:00PM — 1:45PM ET

Meeting Notes
Opening:

e Chairwoman Beverly Perry began the meeting once a quorum of commissioners was met.
She then gave opening remarks to establish the commission, noting that roll call will be
taken via sign-on onto the meeting link.

e Purpose of this commission is to facilitate a coordination point for all activities across the
city. We are aware of Destination DC’s efforts. This commission will be more
complementary and coordinating.

Setting the Table:

e Robin McClain, from Destination DC, on behalf of Commissioner and DestinationDC
CEO Elliott Ferguson, gave an update on their working group to promote the city,
owning their role as advertising DC250 for all.

e Laura Hagood co-chairs the DC Story-Telling Subcommittee as part of Destination DC’s
working group. There is an appetite to see citywide collaboration focused on
programming for Washingtonians, more for locals and those proud of their hometown.

e Would be helpful to know if there are budgetary guidelines or revenue to use to spend on
this Commission’s work. Is there potential for an FY26 budget accommodation for the
DC250 Commission?

General Brainstorming:

e This commission’s work should highlight DC History standards (from DC State Board of
Education) that we teach the kids to all adults. There is an opportunity for a good overlap
with DCPS & Charter schools.

e We cannot understate the importance of using America250 to tell our story. Our audience
is our residents, and we should tell story for them, but we can also tell our story to
millions of tourists and visitors so more Americans understand DC History and our
unique governmental status.

¢ One goal should be to get people into our communities, telling a full, rich story of DC,
across the entire city, and to all our people.

e Some important questions we may want to ask ourselves when centering this
commission:

o Why is the nation’s capital where it is?

o What is significant about our geography, our location, the influences on us and
our influence on others?

o Are we an international, federal, or local city?



We should connect with the “51 Steps to Freedom™ effort — they identify many
significant places in DC, important people in our history, and create this network where
there will be stops with information that could be part of a template for how we represent
the city. It’s a great idea to integrate it.

It would be great to work hyper-locally; work with ANCs and communities so they can
play a major role in our celebrations and commemorations, as well as our storytelling and
historical homages.

We can even use cuisine or small businesses as a way to tell the story of DC.

Next Steps:

We will gather all ideas from commissioners and with that input, we are going to create a
commission structure, with appropriate subcommittees and a mission statement that will
organize and direct us on our path forward to celebrating the 250" anniversary of
America.

The next meeting will be sometime in May — date TBD.



